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ÅThe right to vote for women was first proposed by 

Elizabeth Cady Stanton in 1848 at the Womenôs Rights 

Convention in Seneca Falls, NY. A radical notion at the 

time, it took seventy-two years, until 1920, for women 

across the US to win the vote.

ÅIncredibly, it took another seventy-two years, until 1992, 

before more than two women were elected to serve in 

the US Senate at the same time.

ÅEqual Representation in Government and Democracy is 

focused on strengthening American democracy through 

equal representation for all Americans by 2020, the 100th 

anniversary of the right to vote for women.

Equal Representation in Government and Democracy ï

Whatôs It All About?

Equal Representation 

in Government ð

The Essence of 

Democracy

Charlotte 
Woodward is 
the only woman 
who signed the 
Declaration of 
Sentiments 
at the 1848 
convention 
who lived long 
enough to see 
the passage of 
the Nineteenth 
Amendment 
in 1920.

Source: National Park Service, Womenôs Rights, Seneca Falls, NY



The Progress To Date

ÅThere are seventeen women in the US Senate.  Of the 

435 representatives in the US House, 73 are 

women. Plus, three women are non-voting delegates.

ÅOf the 73 women representatives in the House 12 are 

African-Americans, 6 are Hispanic-Americans and 3 are 

Asian-Americans/Pacific Islanders.

ÅBeginning in 2001, women have been included on every 

major Senate committee.

ÅSix states have a woman governor.

ÅFrom 1971 - 2010, the number of women in state 

legislatures has grown more than five-fold, from 4.5% to 

24.4%.

Source: Center for American Women and Politics (CAWP), Rutgers University

Since 2000, 
more than 
half the 
states have  
at least one 
woman in the 
US House.
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Women in the US Senate

Source: www.senate.gov

Until 1992, 

no more than 

two women 

had ever 

served in the 

US Senate at 

the same 

time.
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Women in the US House

Source: Center for American Women and Politics (CAWP), Rutgers University

As a result  

of the 1990 

census, 

redistricting 

in 1992

opened up 

opportunities 

for women to 

win seats in 

the US 

House.

Equal Representation 

in Government ð

The Essence of 

Democracy

There are now 73 women who are representatives as a result of Kirsten 

Gillibrand becoming a US senator and Ellen O. Tauscher becoming 

undersecretary of state for arms control and international security.
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The Challenges at the National Level

ÅOnly 17% of the US Senators are women.  And, 16.8% of 

the 435 representatives in the US House are women. 

ÅNo women of color are currently in the US Senate. Only 

one African-American woman, Carol Moseley-Braun, has 

ever been elected to the US Senate.

ÅTo date, 225 women have served as representatives in the 

US House. If all 225 women were to serve concurrently, 

women would be just over half of the 435 members in the 

House.

Å1,915 people have been US Senators; women senators 

have numbered 38.

Sources: Center for American Women and Politics (CAWP), Rutgers University; 

www.senate.gov; www.house.gov

Four states: 

Delaware, 

Mississippi, 

Vermont, and 

Iowa, have 

never sent a 

woman to 

either the US 

Senate or 

House.
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69 women 

from 52 

countries 

have been 

elected or 

appointed 

chancellor, 

president, 

or prime 

minister.

Australia
Argentina (2) 
Bangladesh (2) 
Bolivia 
Bulgaria 
Burundi 
Canada 
Central African Republic
Chile
Costa Rica
Croatia
Dominica 
Finland (3)
France
Gabon 
Germany
Great Britain 
Guyana 
Haiti (3)
Iceland (2)
India (2)
Indonesia 
Ireland (2)
Israel 
Jamaica 
Kyrgyzstan

Latvia
Liberia (2)
Lithuania (2)
Malta 
Moldova
Mozambique
New Zealand (2)
Nicaragua 
Norway 
Pakistan 
Panama
Peru 
Philippines (2)
Poland 
Portugal 
Rwanda
Sao Tome and Principe (2) 
Senegal 
Slovakia
South Korea
Sri Lanka (2)
Switzerland (3)
Trinidad and Tobago
Turkey 
Ukraine
Yugoslavia 
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Women Prime Ministers and Presidents

Currently in Office

17 women in 

16 countries 

are either 

president, 

prime minister 

or chancellor. 

ÅAustralia, Prime Minister Julia Gillard 2010 ï

ÅArgentina, President Cristina Fernandez de Kirchner  2007 ï

ÅBangladesh, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina Wajed 2009 ï

ÅCroatia, Prime MInister Jadranka Kosor 2009 ï

ÅCosta Rica, President Laura Chinchilla 2010 ï

ÅFinland, President Tarja Halonen 2000 ï

ÅFinland, Prime Minister Mari Kiviniemi 2010 ï

ÅGermany, Chancellor Angela Merkel 2005 ï

ÅIceland, Prime Minister Johanna Sigurdardottir 2009 ï

ÅIndia, President  Pratibha Patil  2007 ï

ÅIreland, President Mary McAleese 1997 ï

ÅLiberia, President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf 2006 ï

ÅLithuania, President Dalia Grybauskaite 2009 ï

ÅKyrgyzstan, President Roza Otunbayeva 2010 ï

ÅSlovakia, Prime Minister Iveta Radiļov§2010 ï

ÅSwitzerland, President Doris Leuthard 2010 ï

ÅTrinidad and Tobago , Prime Minister Kamla Persad-Bissessar 2010 ï
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Women in National Legislatures

> 40 % women

30 ð40% women

20 ð30% women

10 ð20% women

< 10% women

Source: Inter-Parliamentary Union www.ipu.org

The US ranks 

69th among the 

countries of 

the world in 

the percentage 

of women in 

the national 

legislature.
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